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Look not every man on his own
things, but every man also on the
things of others.

Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus
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Acts 16:1-12

Acts 16 and Philippi z Shawn Weir

1¢5

Thisi s i n the beWiitninnergaroyf. Phea li’s t2r a
been revisiting places from his first itinerary astcengtheninghose churches.
New visits will include Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Atard<orinth.

1¢ A Y20 KtheRat Neofsoam faithful [ beWTevini

2" Timothy 1:5WT | remember the believing without hypocrisy in you,
which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice. |
persuadedhat it dwellsin you also.
3G YR OANDdzYOA &SR K AP¥ul od & déndaio@sircanicisian K
availeth nothing (seécts 15 Philippians 3:3and Galatiang, but this was right to
give up for the sake of peace and t

1%t Corinthians 919¢ 22WT

19 Although | am free from all, | myself became a servant to all so that |
might gain more people.

20To the Judeans, | became as a Judean so that | might gain Judeans
those under law, | became as under law (not being myself under law) s
that I might gain those under law.

21To those without law, | became as without law (not being without law
God but within law to Christ) so that | might gain those without law.

22 To the weak, | became as weak so that | might gain the weak. | have
become all hings to all people so that by all means | might save [deliver
some of them.

4 decrees(dogma): referring back to the decrees in the letter written by the cour|
in Jerusalem in the previous chapter

5 established(stere@¥ strengthened. The same word is used of the feet and ar,
bones of the lame man which received strength by the believing in the name 0|
Jesus Christ iActs 3:7andActs 3:16

6 Phrygia:a region of Asia Minor. They passed through Asiaabutstructed by
God theydid not preach the Word there.

8 Troas in what is now westerTurkey ¢f Asia minor)

1 Troas is mentioned with significaec i n ot her pl ande {
the gospel will be brought there

o0 Inthe thid itinerary of PauRcts 20:5- 12

o 2" Corinthians 2:1Furthermore, when | came to Troas to
preach Christ's gospelnd a doomwas opened unto me of the
Lord

o 2" Timothy 4:13The cloke (carrying case) that | left at Troas W
Carpus, whethou comest, bring with thee, and tHeooks, but
especially the parchments.




9 Macedonia what is known to us today as Greeatethis timewasdivided into
two Roman provinces, Macedonia in the north, and Achaia in the south.
1 In Macedonia, Paul was about to preach the gospel for the first ime
European soil.

10we: the switch from third person to first person plural indicates that Luke ha
joined them on their journey from Troas to Macedoniéis will continue until
verse 17indicating that Luke was with Paul, Silas and Timothy at Philipgi other
“we"” s eActsarea0:H¢ 15,21:1¢18,27:1¢37and28:1¢ 16.

10 assuredly gatherinsumbiba2) to cause to coalesce, to join together, put
together, to unite or knit together

Colossians 2:2&hat their hearts might be comfortk beingknit together
in love

Ephesians 4:16rom whom(Christ) the whole body fitly joined together
andcompactedby that which every joint supplieth

11 Neapolis Leaving the seaport of Troas by bday sailedabout 100 milego
the northwest and ame to Neapolis
1 Philippi was about ten miles inland.

Acts 16: 12

Colony(kol2iia): derived from a Latin word used to refer to a colony of Roman
citizens. This is the only occurrence in 8&iptures




Philipp'
The city Krenides, great gold mines and Phlhp
1 The city was first occupied in - =7, e

the 6th century B.C. b§reek
settlers from Thasos (the
northern most of the Aegean
islands) who named Krenides v
(“the springs” ;
sources in the region were
abundant!

1 It was on a fertile plain
surrounded by mountains and
prosperedbecause of the
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9 In 356 BC, the colonists T ‘T /JTS? :
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KrenidesaskedPhilip li(the )
father of Alexander the Great)he king of Macedonia, to help defend thédrom Iootlng trlbes
Seeing the strategic importance thiis city as well as the gold and silver mines, Philip Il was
more than happy to assist therkle took the cityfor himself enlarged its wallsestablished a
permanent military strongholdnd renamed the cityhilippiin hisown honor.

Added to the Roman Empire
9 Philippi was brought undehe RomanEmpirein 168 BGfter the Roman legions smashed

throughthe defensedMacedonian phalananddefeated them at the Battle of PydnaThis
famous battle broke the back of Macedonian power and the Macedonian kingdzsn w
eventually dissolvednddivided intofour Romarnrepublics

The Egnatian Way
The ViaEgnatia(or The Egnatian Wayvas built by the

Romans soon after theatle of Pydnaextending fronthe
ports of the Adriatic Seim the west all the way t@yzantium
(later called Constantinople or Istanbirl)the eastIt became
the major highway stretching some 490 miles across
Macedonia, linkingtaly and Asiand it passed right through
{ Philippi bringing much commerce and many travelers.

! Siculus, D. (1952)ibrary of History, Volume V@ambridge: Harvard University Press.
2 |saac, B. H. (1986)he Greek Settlements in Thrace Until the Macedonian Condussgén: E. J. Brill.



The Battle of Philippi

1
1

Ore of the mostpivotal battlesin the history of the Roman Empire took place at Philippi.

On the Ides of March (March 15, 44 BC) the tyrannical Julius Caesar was assassinated in Rome by

a conspiracy led by two Senators, Brutus and Caddawsever, the peple of Rome did not

support theassassinatiomandthey had to flee to Asia Minor. Thetieey began to raise an army

in order to reconquer Rome and reestablish it as a Republic.

9 Brutus had the audacity to mint coins with his portrait

on the obverse and othe reverse two daggers, a litigr

cap and t he wor de&idiBugEMabis MAR” sho
meaning “on the Il des of March."”
1 Mark Antony and Octaviaméphew of Julius Caesar

named inhiswill as his adopted son andhtful heir) led an

army from Rome to Rllippi in order to confront Brutus and
CassiusDespite several defensive advantages dnmy of

Brutus and Cassiwgas decisively beaterJpon recognizing

their defeat, Brutus and Cassius committed suicide

Caesar Augustus and the Roman Colony of Phillipi

T

In 31 BC strained relations between Marc Antony and
Octavianl mostly regarding Mar c@$
despite being mar rled o the Batile 0® ¢
Actium.Defeated, Antony and Cleopatra fled to Egypt, where
they committed suiide.

with Cleop

title Augustus meaning “exalted A decl a
of Rome. "’ '
“Augustus created the Roman col nilippi

purpose of making homes for his italy veterans. He was also
motivated by a desire to establish a military presence in this strategic
area and to further the cultural and political Romanization of
Macedonia. Philippi had a sizeable populatioh.atinspeaking
Roman citizens."”

3 Walton, J. H. (2002)lustrated Bible Backgrauls Commentary: New Testament, VoGi2nd Rapids: Zondervan.
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As a Roman colony, Philippi enjoyed special benefits:

1. Libertas(liberty)- selfgovernment.

2. Immunitas(immunity)- freedom from payingaxesto the Emperor.

3. lus ltalicum(ltalian right)- the samerights of those who lived in Italincluding Roman dress,
languae, coinage and holidays.

Acts 16: 13 -40

13¢18

13 prayer (proseucl®y Pauls manner entering into a new city was to first go to tH
synagogue (se@cts 17:1¢ 2). Philippid i dseémtto have enough of a Jewish
population ¢en married men were requikto establish onejo support a ful
fledged synagogue.

14 Lydia she was d.ydian & region and later a Roman province of western Asia
minor)

In 1872, in Philippi the following text in Greek was found inscribed on a piece (
white marble:

“The city haored from among the purpldyers, an outstanding citizen,
Antiochus the son of Lykus, a native of Thyatira, as a benefactor.

The marble with this inscription, indicates that the purdlgers of Thyatira may
have worked in Philippi as a guild and thagit profession was held in high
esteem?

l7us;ishoul dyout ead *

18that same hourautSntSvh2it ti: a Greek expression indicating that it happene
immediately.

19¢24

20 magistrates(stratyos: a general or military commander referring to the
authorities of the Roman colony. Used alsed@nses 2235, 36 and 38.

22to beat (rhabdiZ2) to beat with rods
This occurrence at Philippi was one of the three times Paul was beaten with rg
2"d Corinthians 11:25& hrice was | beaten with red...

Acts15:26Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

40Otto F. A. Meinardus, St. Paul in Gredggabettus Press: Greece (1994)



15t Thessalonians 2:But even after that we had suffered before, and we
shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God
speak unto you the gospef God with much contention.

The Roman Porcian Lavesbid the beating of all Roman citizens contrary to thei

right of appeal . Th eltisfaarme to binda Ranaro r
citizen; to scourge him is a wickedness; to put him to death isstiparricide ”
would also say, “The Porcian Law re

”

citizens.

Al Paul h ei\és Rbnanus”™ay was, *

Acts 22:24 29

24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and
bade that he shoultbe examined by scourging; that he might know
wherefore they cried so against him.

25And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion thg
stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and
uncondemned?

26 When the centuion heard that, he went and told the chief captain,
saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman.

27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a
Roman? He said, Yea.

28 And the chief captain answered, With a greatrsobtained | this
freedom. And Paul said, But | was free born.

29 Then straightway they departed from him which should have examir
him: and the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a
Roman, and because he had bound him.

25¢40 Psalm 57:7My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: | will sing and give prais
37 us. Plural indicating thaSilas was also a Roman citizen
uncondemned(akatakritog: without a trial

Philippians 1 | As Paul, Silas and Timothy left Philippilkivey west on thevia egnatiato

-2 Thessalonica), there were only two families that had been baptized and saved.

Perhaps 8 to 10 years later the epistle to the Philippians is written and in Philipg
thriving church with bishops(overseers) and deaconsigters).

This epistle was written while Paul
was imprisoned for two years at Caesar@até 24¢ 27) or while he was in bonds
while at RomeActs 2.




Challenges in Phillipi
1. Those peaching the gospel ouf strife, selfishness and other ulterior motives

2. Conflicts, tribulation and intimidation from adversaries
3. Those preaching circumcision as a requirement for salvation

Themes of Philippians
1. Humility in Service
a. Jesus Christ
b. Timothy
c. Epaphroditus
d. Paul

2. Rejoicing

Pauland Silagnded up in prison whethey first brought the gospel t&hilippi. Yet in prison,
they prayed andsang praises to God. When Paul wrote Philippians, he was again in prison.
However, the dominant emotion that he prajed in this epistle an was rejoicing.

Forms of the words joy, rejoice, and gladness apg&aimesin Philippians.

3. The lord Jesus Christ

There are 104 verses in the epistle of Philippians
with 51 references to thedrd Jesus Christ by name.

4. Thinking

Philippians 2: 4 5WT

4 everyone focusing not on his own interests but everyone even on the
interests of others.

5 Think in this manner within yourselves, which was also [the thinking that
was] in Christ Jesus.



Philippians 1 z Sam Pittenger

3¢5 4 joy: joy and rejoicingare spoken of frequently throughout the epistle and are
mentioned in 12 verses.
5 fellowship(koinonig: fellowship, participation, communion, full sharing.
Paul prayed for their fellowship in the gospel. This is important in light of pract
issues ad problems at Philippi that were contrary to their fellowship in that gos|
5 The gospelThis epistle primarily addresses certain practical matters as they
relate to gospel revealed Romansand Ephesians

6 1S K2 KIFR 6S3dzy :HUsugllg @hen tiisphdse i used én 2

New Testament it is referring to people doing the good works.
Here,Godwas the One Who began a good work in them and would continue to
perform it until the day of Christ.
the day of Jesus Christhis is mationed twice in the epistle. It refers to the day
of Jesus Christ’ s r et notreferringto tigedaytokthe
Lord, a time period prophesied of in the Old Testament and which will occur
sometime after the Day of Jesus Christ.
First usage: 1st Corinthians 1:B
7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for tb@ming of our Lord
Jesus Christ
8 Who shall also confirm you unto the erttat ye may bélameless irthe
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 ESMt is right for meto feel this way about you all, because | hold you in
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonmg
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel
8 bowels(splanchnox inner body parts, often used to refer to compassi or
feelings.
God was the witness of how Paul yearnedampassion for the Philippians.
His care for them was genuine.

9 knowledge and judgment:

The word “knowl edgpiiiosiivei them&aersk"” g
that has a powerfulnfluence on the knower, a knowledge that perfectly unites tl
subject with the object. A knowledge which expresses a more thorough
participation on the part of the kn

10



The word “judgme natsthesime anh @ gGr eels cwa
perceptian . ” Here, Paul prays that thei
perceptive awareness; that they would have a complete understanding of love
that they would be able to adeptly apply it.

approve(R 2 1 A Y'to prdive, to examine, to test; then to approve, to sanction,
consider genuine.

things that are excellenfR A I LYKTBid\dlord is used intransitively to refer to
things that are “better” or “excel”

Abounding in lovén all acknowledgement and perceptive awareness would allg
them to approve that which was of greater importance or value.

sincere(S A £ A)] Addordigdo theetymologicameaning it isjudged of in the
sunlight, and so found genuine. "’

These thirgs should become increasingly evident in our lives until Jesus Christ
comes back.

day of Jesus Christagain refers to the day of his return to gather the church.

Fruitsss houl d be “fruit”™ according to a

fruit of righteousness Their lives would show proof of the righteousness that is
Jesus Christ, they would be producing fruit in accordance with it. Electioneerir
strife, vain glory etc.. these thing
Jesus, they are products pride in oneself.

James 3:1418
14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and |
not against the truth.

15 This wisdondescendeth not from above, big earthly, sensual,
devilish.

16 For where envying andrife is, there isconfusion and every evil work.
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gent
andeasy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality,
and without hypacrisy.

18 And the fruit of righteousness is sowmpeace of them that make
peace.

Paul ' swagior theyr growth in love leading to the approving of the things o
greater value, to genuineness and inoffensiveness, and being filled with the fry
righteousnessTheseare things which were unto thpraise and glory ddod(not
themselves).

11



12-13

furtherance (prokop): progress, advancement.

Even though Paul was imprisoned and was not able to do as he had formerly (
the gospel had still progressed.

Paul ' s i mprisonment and the things
were conflicts thahewas dealingvith.

14-15

There were many who were motivated to be bolder in speaking the gospel bec
of Paul’'s bonds in Christ. However,
motives. These motives were a cause of conflict at Philippi.

strife (eris): contenion, strife, wrangling

envy:envy,i.e.the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of t
advantage or prosperity of others. Some were envious of Paul and others and
they preached using that envy as their motivation.

good will (eudokia): a being well pleased, good pleasure, including the idea of fr
and willng purpose with a good desighhis word emphasizes intent/design and
willingness. lis a word used of someone doing something because it seemed ¢
it is used twice ifEphesians 1:6, 9o refer to thingstat wer e God’ s
p | e a sHere, & is Used regarding the proclaiming of the gospel, some did it
because it watheir good pleasure to do sdhis is a pure motivation.

The order of these two verses is traiased per all critical Greek texts.

contention (eritheig) factious strife.e. strife which divides people into factions.
Also, electioneering antriguing for office The underlying idea of this word is sel|
will. It was used prior to the New TestameantGreek writing (Aristotle) where it
denotes a setseeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. Here, it is appli
to those who preach Christ with the motivation of spibmotion or electioneering;
they do it to promote themselves.

They supposad that this will put even more pressure on Paul, perhaps with the i
that their “increase” would be his
political office. This type of sefilled behavior will be addressed throughout the
epistle.

sincerely. clean, chaste, pure. To preach the gospel out of electioneering/self
promotion is certainly not preaching with a pure heart.

supposing to add affliction to my bondshose who preached Christ from the
wrong motive supposetb add affliction toPau's chains Their competitive hearts
didn't only want to win for themselves; they also wanted Paul to lose.

love: The other motivation was love. Some had been emboldened to preach th
gospel out of love!

12



knowing that They were going to stand togetheittvPaulin the defense of the
gospel.They loved Paul, God, the lo@ahd the gospelTheir preaching was from
the perspective that Paul is imprisoned and hindered in his opportunity so they
decided to supplement what may have lacked in the preachingetjbspel.

Pretence:a pretext (alleged reason, pretended cause).

Paul rejoced that Christ was preachet@ihe motive of those preaching did not
affect his joy that the gospel concerning his lord Jesus Christ was being made
known and people could balie it.He addressed and will continue to address th¢
motive of the Philippians and others, but he rejoiced and would continue to rejq
that Christ was being made known.

Remember that Paul's concern here wem with the contentof the gospel being
preached, only with themotivesof those who preached. Paul would have objecte
if he thought a false or distorted gospel was preached, likedtatians 1:6 9, even
if the motives were pure.

salvation here refers to salvation or deliverance from thandict.

supply of the spiritof Jesus Christ The wuse of the word
spirit of Christ, the gift of holy spirit received at the time of the new birth.

The solution to the conflict of ey ¢
deliverance by prayer and by the source of the spirit of Christ within him where
God was at work in him both to will and to do of His good pleasure.

20-21

21to live is Christ, and to die is gaifthis can appear to be a difficult statement,
however in this context, for Paul to
continue to be magnified in him and
advantage in a personal sense in that he could rest from his pressures and col
while awaiting the return of Christin his situation, these two choices obviously
weighed on his mind.

22¢ 23

231 am in a strait(sunechd: to hold or press together, to hold in constraint, to
confine, to grip, to constrain.

It is used here to refer to Paul img confined or pressed together by two choices

23depart (analdz) : “to unl oose, unti e, rel e
contrast with being held or pressed together or confined by two choices with th
sense of unloosing those two choices for a far better alternative, namely, to be
Christ when he retu n s Note fromWT

24-25

25 faith: here occurs with a definite ar

13



26-27

let your conversationp2 f A Yit&luzh free citizen, to live as a citizen, to live as
such and conduct oneself accordingly.

becometh(axiog: sutably, worthily, in a manner worthy of, in a manner equal ta
to walk “in balance.”

Here, they are called citizens of the gospel, those with all the rights and privile(
of the gospel, only they were to live in balance or in a manner worthy of the st
and rights of this citizenship.

spirit: used idiomatically here to refer to the life of man.
mind (psuchg¢: soul.

Soul and spirit are used together here for emphasis regarding their unity in
contending together for the faith of the gospel.

Sriving (sunathld): contend @thlell) together/with (sur). Used here of contending
together for thebelieving of the gospeConsidering the conflicts presented earlig
in the epistle, the need to contend together for the believing of the gospel was
paramount, ather than contending for the promotion of themselves or contendi
againstone another.

terrified: intimidated

adversaries The PHippians had adversaries, thewl being the chief adversary.
They had conflict within and adversaries withoggt Paul encouraged them not tg
be intimidated but to contend together for the believing of the gospel, living in
balance with their citizenship in the gospel, and knowing that their deliverance
would come from God.

salvationt contextually refers to their delerance from their adversaries.

29-30

29 suffer: service includes sacrifice, sometimes in the form of momentary suffe
If they wanted to contend as Paul contended, they would face even more
challenges.

30conflict (I 3 J: gbntending

The openinghapter of Philippians sets the stafpr the rest of the epistld. t s hows Paul

of love, care and concern for them and his continual thiglohthem and prayer for thenAdditionally,
Paul was faced with conflict regarding his two choigeshe considered the neks of others ahead of

his own.The Philippians are also addressed in regard to the motive with which the gospel was being
preached and were instead encouraged to live as citizens worthy of the gospel of Christ, contending

togetherwith one spirit andsoul, looking for deliveranc&he first chapter shows the conflicts and

challenges that both Paul and the Philippians were dealing with and introduces recurring themes such as
the day of Christ, joy and rejoicing, factious strife,tcaan di ng t oget her, servi

service.

14
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Philippians 2 z Peter Blake

Chapter lends with Paul deciding to continue to live to help with the progress and joy of THE believing
for these saints. In recognizing that they were facing somae@tame challenges as he was, he

instructs these saints that they were to live as citizens worthy of the gospel, standing firm in one spirit
(one heart) and one soul emphasizing that they were to contend together for THE faith of the gospel. In
doing thisthey were not to be intimidated by their adversaries. They were to contend in the same
manner as they had seen and were now hearing Paul contend for THE faith. This contending for THE
faith was to be done togetherall saints, with the ministers and orgeers that none would be picked

off by their adversaries or by those who were preaching motivated from personal agendas and self
promotion which is discussed further ehapter 2

Chapter 2begins to lay out the HOW of contending together in light ofdfféictions and adversaries
with which they were being confronted.

1 Philippians 2:1If there betherefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of
(from) love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies

Consolation (paraki3sig: To comfort, exhort, encourage alongsideT translates as
“encouragement” .

Bowelswas used in much the same way t
referring to either in a literal context. Used to refer to compassions, kindness,
benevolence and feelings.

Mercies is pity stemmindgrom compassion.

Hebrews 10:28He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under t
or three witnesses: is an example of opposite. Not so in Christ.

These questions in this first verse require no answer.

N

Fulfill (pIS02Y To fill up

Likeminded(phrone2¥utos): Phron&¥s to think or determine what your thinking
is. Here it’s to determine to have
opinion.

One accordsumpsuchags one soul, souls together.

One mind(heis phron&¥ One thinking, same thinking or sentiment, thinking as
one!

Paul had demonstrated the kind of thinking it takes to contend for the faith and
here encouraging these saints to be united in their thinking, both among
themselves and with himPaul also recognized that there was deliverance both |
himself as well as for these saints.

15



Philippians 2:2AMP

Fill up and complete my joy by living in harmony and being of the same mind g
one in purpose, having the same love, being in full acaadlof one harmonious
mind and intention.

[o8]

Nothing: not one thing.
Strife (eritheid): to electioneer. The promotion of self

James3:14- 16

14 But if yehave bitter envying and striferitheid) in your hearts, glory not
and lie not against the truth

15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual,
devilish.

16 For where envying and striferitheid) is, there is confusion and every
evil work.

Philippians 1:15 16

15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and somefalso
good will:

16 Theone preach Christ of contenti¢eritheia), not sincerely, supposing
to add affliction to my bonds:

Some of those who were preaching Chvigtre motivated out of contention
(eritheid) or promoting of self as mentioned werse 16of chapter 1
To properly contend these saints were not to do this.

Vainglory(kenodoxid isselfe st eem, conceit. I t’'s r
have a desire for sefflory.

Galatians 5:24 26

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flegth the affections
and lusts.

251f we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying
another.

Their contending for the faith was never to be with strife or conceit. Thegro
way to contend in contrast was in lowliness of mind;

Lowliness of mindtapeinophrosu®¥ humble thinking, humility.

Ephesians 4:%, 6

11 therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy
the vocation wherewith ye are called,

2 With all lowlinesgtapeinophrosu§yrand meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love;
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3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope
your caling;

5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in y;
all.

| Peter 5:9Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea,
of you be subject one to anotihegand be clothed with
humility(tapeinophrosuyfor God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace
the humble.

Esteem(hSyeoma): To lead or go before. Then to lead the mind to regard or
consider something to be so. To count, esteem or reckon.

Acts 26:2 think(hQyeoma) myself happyking Agrippa, because | shall
answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof |
accused of the Jews:

2"4 Thessalonians 3:1¢4 15

14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, anc
have no company with hinthat he may be ashamed.

15 Yet count kSyeoma) him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a
brother.

A related word is used iRomans 12:10
Romans 12:18e kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; ii
honour preferring groyeomai= to take the led in showing honor) one
another

Better (huperechd: to be above, superior in rank, better than, more excellent.

Philippians 2:3WNT Let nothing be done out of factious strife or conceit, but with
humility of mind, consider one another more excellent than self.

I~

Philippians 2:4_.odk not every man on his own things, but every man also on thi
things of others.

Paul had demonstrated this kind of humble thinkingapter one

This verse sets the theme for the rest of the epistleeginning with our ultimate
example, Jesus Christ.
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5 WSadza / KNRA&AGQa 9ELF YLX S
Mind (phrone2¥ Your thinking, understanding. To think in this manner.
Romans 8:59
5 For they hat are after the flesh do mir{fghroneé2ythe things of the flesh;
but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spiri
6 For to be carnally mindéphron3ma) is death; but to be spiritually
mindedphron3via) is life and peace.
7 Because the carnal mifghron3ma) is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
8 So then they thaare in the flesh cannot please God.
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of G
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is hone of
6 Equal(isog: which means equal. Jesus Christ is the & God.
John 5:16; 18
16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him
because he had done these things on the sabbath day.
17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and | work.
18 Therefore the Jews sought the maxekill him, because he not only ha
broken the sabbath, but said also that God wasHFather, making himself
equalisog with God.
In the lands and times of the Bible a son was considered to be equal with his f
In a family business a servant amdon could have the same responsibilities but
only the son was considered equal with the father, a servant was not. The son
heir; a servant was not. The allusion to the family business also comes/apsim
22. There are a few places where Jesusrrefito this custom in teachings and hi
first recorded words are ihuke 2249 Know ye not that |
Fat her’ s business?
Philippians 2:6/NTBeing in the form of God, he did not consider being equal wil
God plunder [for personal gain]
7 Philippians 2:7 WTinstead, he emptied himself [of reputation], taking the form o

servant. Being made in the likeness of men

Made himself Romans 4:14 ma d e 1% @orindhfans 1:17 made o f
ef f e¥Corinthians 9:15 s houl d mMm¥ @enthians9:3'’s;houl d
vain”

This was an active decision.

Servant(doulo9: A bond slave. The master would see to it that all the needs of
servant were taken care of. The servant would focus on the needs and service
the master rather than hiswn life.

LikenessResemblance, nature.
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Rather than use his position as the only begotten son of God for personal gain
use his position and status as a prize, Jesus Christ laid aside his rank and stat
the only begotten of the Father and becanteetgreatest and most humble servar
the world has ever seen and identified with mankind as the son of man.

Mark 10:42¢ 45
42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that the
which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lupever them;
and their great ones exercise authority upon them.

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among
you, shall be your minister:

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.
45 For even the Soaf man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

John 13: I 17
1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour
come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, halavgd
his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Ju
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;
3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, anc
he was come from God, and went to God;

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel,
girded himself.

5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the
disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherélwhe was girded.
6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost
thou wash my feet?

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest not now;
thou shalt know hereafter.

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash ®gtf Jesus answered hin
If | wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.
9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hand:
and my head.

10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his
but is clean every whitand ye are clean, but not all.

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not al
clean.

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and
set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what | have done to you?
13Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so | am.

141f | then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ough
wash one another's feet.

15For | have given you an example, that ye should do as | have done {
you.

16 Verily, verily] say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.
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171f ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

Although equal to God as His only begotten Son, he identified with mankind ag
sonof man and humbly served mankind.

100

Fashion(sctana): in all ways, all facets.

Hebrews 4:13NTMoreover, we do not have a high priest who is unable
sympathize with our weaknesses but one who has been tempted in all
things in the same manner as wesayet without sin.

Hebrews 2:14; 18 WT

14 Therefore, since the children share of flesh and blood, he likewise
partook of the same so that through death he might render inactive him
who holds the strength of death, that is, the devil,

15and might releas those who throughout all their lifetime were held in
bondage by fear of death.

16 Clearly he does not take the hand of the [spirit] messengers [to deliv
them], but he takes the hand of the seed of Abraham.

17 For this reason, it was necessary for hovbe made like his brothers in
all respects, that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest wil
reference to [the plan of] God in order to make atonement for the sins (
the people.

18 Moreover, by what he suffered when he was tempted, he ig ablhelp
those who are tempted.

XSPSy GKS RS kilnKacidg® tofiukuS an® iN®ediilydhumiliating
death—he made the decision to obey His Father.

John 10:18\o man taketh it from me, but | lay it down of myself. | have
power to lay it devn, and | have power to take it again. This commandm
have | received of my Father.

Isaiah 53:3 11

3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainte
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he wagbesl, and
we egeemed him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of @pand afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was ngom; andwith his
stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his {
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his moutf
is braught as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her sheare
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
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8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the
transgressian of my people was he stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death
because he had done no violence, neithvas any deceit in his mouth.
10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: whe
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he sk
prolong his days, and the pleasure of th®@RD shall prosper in his hand.
11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his
knowledge shall my righteous sart justify many; for he shabear their
iniquities.

John 14:31But that the world may know that | love the Father; and as th
Father gave me commandment, even so | do. Arise, let us go hence.

Luke 22:41 44

41 And he was withdrawn from them about aosie's cast, and kneeled
down, and prayed,

42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: neverthe
not my will, but thine, be done.

43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening |
44 And being in an agony he pexy more earnestly: and his sweat was a:
were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

John 18: 49

4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went
forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?

5 They answered him, JesusN#dizareth. Jesus saith unto them, | am he.
And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.

6 As soon then as he had said unto them, | am he, they went backward
fell to the ground.

7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of
Nazareth.

8 Jesus answered, | have told you that | am he: if therefore ye seek me
these go their way:

9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thol
gavest me have | lost none.

Hebrews 5:7¢ 8

7 Who in the days of his flesluhen he had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to sa\
him from death, and was heard in that he feared;

8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedidncéhe things which he
suffered

21



Matthew 27: 39¢ 44

39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads,

40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three
days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cros
41 Likewise also the chief priests modakinim, with the scribes and elders
said,

42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel,
him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.

43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he
said, | am the Son of God.

44 The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his
teeth.

Hebrews 12:2 ooking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; wi
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shi
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

15t Peter 2:21¢ 24

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

22Who did no sin, neither was guile foundhis mouth:

23Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:
24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should livato righteousness: by whose stripes ye
were healed.

He obeyed His Father enduring an unjust and humiliating death for you and mi

The ultimate example of esteeming others bettefiocusing on the needs of
mankind rather than his own.

1©

Highly exalted(huperups@y Super exalted!
The repetition of “name” is to dr aw
name. His hame represents all that is associated with that nahis
accomplishments, authority, abilities, position etc.

Ephesians 1:1§ 23

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power tovasd who
believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and
him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

21Far above kprincipality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which
to come:

22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head ¢
all things to the church,

23Which ishis body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.
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That So that, the result being that EVERY knee is to bow

Things

in heavenreferring to the angels.

Things

Hebrews 1:1¢ 6 WT

1 God, Who spoke in various stages and in various ways to the fathers
the prophets in past times,

2 has spoken to us in the last of these days by His Son, whom He appc
heir of all things, and through whom He also prepared the ages.

3 His Son (who is the reflection of the glory and representation of His
essence and who ujplds everything by the Word of His power), having
accomplished a cleansing from sins, sat down on the right side of the
Majesty on high.

4 He became so much better than the [spirit] messengers, even as muq
the name which he has inherited is more digtiished than theirs.

5 As a matter of fact, did He [God] ever say to any of the [spirit]
messenger s, Psalm 2: 7: “You ar e
also, 1l Samuel 7:14: “1 wil!/ b ¢
6 Furthermore, athe time when He brought the firstborn into the world,
He said, “Let all the [spirit] i

under the eartitkatachthonio$: Underground, referring to those who are

buried.

1%t Corinthians 15:2@ 22

20But now is @rist risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of
them that slept.

21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of
dead.

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

15t Peter 3:22Who is gone intdeaven, and is on the right hand of God,;
angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

Jesus Christ will be recognizaad acknowledged as lord by all.

Colossians 1:1§ 19WT

16 Because all things visible and invisible in heavehugpon earth were
created by Him [God], whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorit
so all things have been created by Him and for Him

17 and He is before all. He also put all things together in him [Christ],
18 and the head of the body, the Ctul, is he who is a beginning, that is,
firstborn from the dead, with the result that in all things he might have
preeminence.

19 This was done because it pleased God for all the fullness to dwell in
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15t Corinthians 15:2% 28

23 But every man in Biown order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they
that are Christ's at his coming.

24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom
God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power.

25For hemust reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

26 The last enemy tht shall be destroyed is death.

27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things
put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did plthéhgs
under him.

28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son a
himself be subject unto him that put all things undémhthat God may be
allin all.

Jesus Christ, ever the humble servafitom the humiliated one on the oss,
despised and rejected of men, to being super exalted by God and given a namm
above every name!

Philippians 2:9 11WT

9 Wherefore God also highly exalted him and graciously gave him a na|
that is above every name

10so that in the name of Jesus ey&nee is to bow, of those in heaven
and of those on the earth and of those underground [buried],

11 and that every tongue is to confess that Jesus Christ is lord to the gl
of God, the Father.

Xla 8S8S KI @S :Fhese wekewordlafd BeSews!

Salvation(deliverance)This word is used three times in this epistMailippians

1:19 28and2:12 In all three it is speaking of deliverance from the physical
pressures of bonds and afflictions. Herelapter 2it is referring back to
Philippians 1:28-that in nothing were they to be intimidated by their adversarie

Fear and tremblingTrembling is translated fromomosand is used 5 times in the

in the New Testament and is always mentd in connection with feaBishop K.C,
Pillaitaught hat t hi s phrase was an idiom
l ooking at how it’'s used in the scr

15t Cainthians 2:3And | was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in
much trembling.

2"d Cainthians 7:15And his invard affection is more abundant toward
you, whilst he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear anc
trembling ye received him.
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Psalm 123:Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their
masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto hla@d of her mistress; so oul
eyes wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us.

Philippians 2:12NT Therefore, my beloved ones, even as you have always obe
[God], not only in my presence but now even more in my absence, work out yc
own salvation [deliverance] with fear and trembling [reverence and obedience]

Will: to desire, purpose.
Do(energeq: the showing forth, carrying out, the doing of something.

God would work in them to bring about His deliverance.

Murmurings: begudging, to grumble or complain.
Disputingt o debat e, and the debate can

2" Corinthians 10:3, 5

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mightptigh God
to the pulling down of strong holds;)

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thoughi
(way of thinking) to the obedience of Christ;

As beloved onesd@é would work in them to will and to do of His good pleasure,
and bring about their deliverance. They were to trust and obey the Father with
reverence and obedience keeping their eyes on Him standing as one!

Harmlesgakeraiod: Pure as in wine or mats, unmixed, harmless. This word is
used in two other places which is h

Matthew 10:16Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves
ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

Romans 1617-20

17 Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid thel
18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and faipeeches dceive the hearts of the simpl
(akakos= unsuspecting, distrusting no one).

19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. | am glad therefory
your behalf: but yet | would have you wise unit@at which is good, and
simple(akeraiog con@rning evil.

20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. Thi
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.
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Here they were to be wise unto that which is good and simple (unmixed) unto |
which is evil. They were not to mixdifferent beliefs or practices, which would
have been unwise. The same applies herehilippians Others were preaching
Christ with different agendas and motives from what they had been taught and
exposed to with the example of Paul.

G2 A0 K2dzishaRid di] Sead “without bl emi sl

Nation: generation

Holding forth (epect2¥ To hold onto, give attention to the WORD of LIFE!
This is the HOW oferse 15
Rejoice boast

The day of Christthe time when Jesus Christ gathers his church, all who have
believed on him.

Philippians 2:15% 16 WT

15so0 that you may be blameless and pure [unmixed], children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation,
among whom you shine as stars [luminaries] in the world

16 holding fast to he word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be
proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.

As they held onto the Word of Life, keeping their eyes on the Father, they wou
unmixed regarding other beliefs and practices, living as childféxd and shining
as lights in thigeneration.

17-18

Offered (spen@®¥ to pour out as an offering, for their believiaghis was his joy
and theirs!

2" Timothy 4:6¢ 7

6 for | am now ready to be offeredfen@); and the time of my departure iat
hand.

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith

As obedient children of God in the family business, these wonderful saints wer
look to God and His son Jesus Christ for their deliverance with joy and rejwitin
Paul as they were in this together.

¢CAY2UK&aQa SEIF YLX S

Timothy was among those with Paul (Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke) who had
opened the door concerning the gospel of Jesus Christ to these saints.
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Likeminded(isopsuchops equal souled, kie souled.
Naturally: genuinely, genuine sincerity.

Care(merimn&y Comes froma word that means to divide. It is many times used
referring to the dividing of, or the distractions of the mind that cause anxiousne
or one to be overly concerned (thislixcome up irchapter 4.

It is also used in the sense of bgiconcerned about or caring for:

1t Corinthians 12:23 27

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honorabl
upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncorpalys
have more abundant comeliness.

24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the bod
together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked
25That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members
should havahe same are (nerimnayone for another.

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or ol
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

This is the sense in wdfi carémerimna2)is used here.
Ti mothy’'s concern for them would be

This is what had Timothy “on the sa
whose concern was the things of Jesus Christ rather than himself. This is a
reflection of thinking on the things of others which is to be concerned about the
things of Jesus Christ.

Proof (dokimSK a proven integrity, character. Nouarm of dokimos

In the ancient world there was no banking system as we know it today, and no
paper money. All money was made from metal, heated until liquid, poured into
molds and allowed to cool. When the coins were cooled, it was necessary to
smooth offthe uneven edges. The coins were comparatively soft, and of cours
many people shaved them closely. In one century, more than eighty laws were
passed in Athens to stop the practice of whittling down the coins then in
circulation. But some moneghangers wee men of integrity, who would accept n(
counterfeit money; they were men of honour who put only genuine;idight
money into circulation. Such men were called dokimhos.

das a son with the fathef: alludes to that common custom in the lands and time
of the Bible of the son serving with his father in the family business as we
considered irverse 6

Timothy was an example of how they were to contend together.

>Donald Grey Barnhouse, Romans: God's Glory, p. 18
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23-24 Philippians 2:23; 24 WT
231 hope to send him to you presently, as soon as | seeiheill go with me.
24But | trust in my Lord that | also myself shall come shortly.

Even though Paul was currently imprisoned he knew that his deliverance woul,
come by prayer and the supply of the spirit accordingttapter ong verse 19 and
he was epecting it to come soon.

25 Messengei(apostolo3: apostle, messenger, one who is sent with instructions as
envoy or delegate. Epaphroditus had been sent from Philippi as an envoy to P
minister to his need.

26 Longing a great desire, a deeegrning.

Heavinessthis word is only used two other times and both are in reference to
Jesus Christ in the garden just prior to giving himself over to be crucified.
What a testament to the heart of this man! He was full of heavirasst because
he was sick, near to death, but rather that these saints had somehow heard thg
was sick and was concerned for them!

27 Sorrow upon sorrow” Gr i ef upon grief”. Paul w
he did not have t o be ath ndrtnegrigfof haeirig too
communicate this to these saints.

28 Carefully diligently, speedily

29 Reputation(entimog: in honor, as prized, precious, dear
Epaphroditus was an example of one they were to hold in honor in regards to |
loving serice.

30 Philippians 2:30NTbecause for the work of Christ he was near to death, hazart

his soul to make up for your lack of service toward me.

This was the reason to hold such in reputation (in honor or high esteem).
Epaphroditus rather than beingl-promoting, sekwilled or attempting to bring
glory to himself was concerned for others and served genuinely on behalf of C

Lack of serviceThis is explained ichapter 4
Philippians 4:10 19
10But | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that n@awthe last your care (thinking
—phroneq of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful

(thinking— phroneq, but ye lacked opportunity.

Opportunity: unseasonable, lacked the proper occasion.
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These beloved saints webeing instructed on how to contend together for the
believing of the Gospel. They were to think with humility, focusing on the thing:
others rather than themselves. To think the way that Jesus Christ thetitlet
greatest example of humility and obiesht service the world has ever seen. God
would work in them to bring about deliverance. They were to hold onto the Wo
of Life remaining unmixed with contrary beliefs shining as lights in this crookeg
distorted generation. This church also had (beydesus Christ himself) the
wonderful examples of genuine service in Timothy, Epaphroditus and Paul.

11 Not that | speak in respect of want: for IMelearned, in whatsoever
state | am, therewith to be content.

121 know both how to be abased, and | know how to abound: everywhg
and in all things | am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both tc
abound and to suffer need.

131 can do all tings through Christ which strengthened me.

14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with mj
affliction.

15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, w
| departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with as
concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity
17 Not because | desire a gift: but | desire fruit that may abound to your
account.
18But | have all, and abound: | am full, ayreceived of Epaphroditus th
things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, well pleasing to God.

19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glor
Christ Jesus.
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Philippians 3 z Shawn Weir

1 Finally(loipon): hereafter, from this point forward, hencefortlas for the rest
“Paul was onlgpproachinghe end ofhis epistle. Anyone who has listene
to much preaching knows that Christian communicateesen still today—
often say "Finally" 1°0ng before

rejoice in the imperative mood
Nehemiah 8:9%¢ 10
9 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, arda&he priest the scribe, anc
the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is
unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wep
when they heard the words of the law.
10Then he said unto them, Go your yyaat the fat, and drink the sweet,
and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day
holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; fitre joy of the LORD is your
strength
in the lord: the true ground of joy, in contrast with h a wonfidgnce in the flesh
or in any matter okarthlyboasting
Acts 5:40b- 42
40bwhen they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commar
that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
Act 5:41And they departed from the msence of the council, rejoicing the
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.
Act 5:42And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not td
teach and preach Jesus Christ.
safe(asphafy): a safeguardgertain and firm
This is word from which we get the
2 dogs:requires idiomatic understanding of the east at this tirBegs weremost
often untamed, scavenging and without masters. Their method of attackduoe
from behind. We would call them backbiters or backstabbers.
concision(katatomSy'to cut, to mutilate
3 oFor we are the circumcisignnot in a literal sense, but as those doing what thoj

marked by that outward mark as sanctified unto God shaédruly doing: serving
Godby thespirit, boasingin Christ Jesus, and hagno confidence in thie flesh.

Colossians 2:1In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the fleghHe
circumcision of Christ

6 Constable, Dr. ThomasNlotes on Philippian2016 Editim
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Romans 2:2& 29

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcis
which is outward in the flesh:

29But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of th
heart, in the spirit, and nan the letter; whose paise is not of men, but of
God.

Deuteronomy 10:16; 17

16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more
stiffnecked.

17 For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great (
mighty, and a tetible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward

Acts 7:51¢ 53

51Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always re
the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecutedd trey have
slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whor
have been now the betrayers and murderers:
53Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have nt
kept it.

worship (f I (i B skalve, to minister

rejoice (kauchaomaj: to boast, to gloryto vaunt

(o]

Z ~

0A0I 60 #OAAAT OEAT O ET O

1. Circumcised the eighth day
a. Requirement of God’s covenan

Genesis 17:12nd he that is eight days old shall be circumcised
among you, every man child your generations, he that is born in
the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not o
thy seed.

2. Of the stock of Israel
a. Not of the other nationsgescended from the patriarch
Jacolflsrae)

3. Of the tribe of Benjamin
a. The favorite son of thgpatriarch and a tribe tat did not revolt
with Jeroboam(seel Kings 12:2}, but stayed with Judah.

4. An Hebrew of the Hebrews
a. Both his parents with Hebrews and he was one wpoke Aramaic
as opposedtothosewhbo He | | e ni z e dGreekaspedking
Judeans. Palikely spokeAramaic, Hebrewl.atinand Greek.
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2"d Corinthians 11:22re they Hebrews? so am I. Are they
Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.

5. As touching the law, a Pharisee
a. Acts 23:6° Men and brethren, | am a Phaee, the son of a
Pharisee..”

Act 22:3I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a cit
Cilicia, yet brought up in this ciat the feet of Gamaliel, and taugh
according to the perfect manner of the law of the fatheasd was
zealous toward &d, as ye all are this day

Galatiansl:14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my
equals in mine own nation, being moesceedingly zealous of the
traditions of my fathers.

Acts 26:5Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testif
that after the most straitest seatf our religion | lived a Pharisee.

6. Concerning zeal, persecuting the church
Acts8:3 As for Saul, he made havocktlbé church, entering into
every house, antlaling [dragging] men and women committed
them to prison.

Galatians 1:13For ye have heard of my conversation in time pas
the Jews' religion, how that beyomdeasure | persecuted the
chuch of God, and wasteitl

Acts 26:10¢ 11

10Which thing | also did in Jerusalem: and many ofsthiats did |
shut up in prisonhaving received authority from the chief priests
and when they were put to death, | gagy voice against them.
11 And | punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, |
persecuted them everunto strangecities.

7. Touching the righteousness whichin the law, blameless
a. blamelessaccording to all Greek t
bl amel ess” indicating that ¢
from the law Paul was workingery hardby his fleshto become
blameless.

©

7 gain(kerdog: gain, profit, advantager earningsPaul igreferring those fleshly
accomplishmentshat were at one time profitable to him.

Thewor d “ gai nGr eiesk pwhuerraela si dinpuiar inBeekd
Thus, althe total sum of all hisnany gain@mounted toone singularloss.
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7-8“countedX O 2 (k[ (B S P ty oRsider, deem, account

Inverse7/Paul says regarding his f| edehsesd
in Englishperfect tense in Greek) it all as logsverse8h e says t hat
(present tense) all of things as lost.

Pau previouslycountedandstill continued to countpersonal gains as loss for
Christ.At times, even thoughbelieversgain Christ when they believe on him, they
begin again to count value things of the flesliather valuingonly the knowledge
of the lordJesus Christ and identifying with his accomplishments.

8 dung (skybalon: what is thrown to the dogs, refuse, excrement, off scouring,
rubbish trash

8 win (kerdaing: to gain, acquireAform of the wordkerdost r ans | at ed
verse 7 Thosemanyfleshy things were onceneaningfulgain to him However,
now the only thing importanto himwasthat he had gained Christ

I©©

The Greekwordd y Il G KA ,“aKSnhodmil 2tyhy sel f 7 wer e i
Temple of Apollo at Delphi and many colleges plades of learning have inscribe
on their entrances sinc@.he belief is that the first step before attain to any true
understandig, you must first know yourself. Then, the wiser you bectimemore
truly you can know yourself

The firstwords Paulevarpo k e t o J e sWhse artGhou, lLos?t”Actg e |
9:5) Ever since then thajuestionwas being answered for Paul. The more Paul
learnedthe excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his iwemore he knew
his true self perfectly identified inim.

Paulhadfound andPaul still found himself in Christ

a kat | may knowhimé: the genitive articlgou(the) used with the infinitive is use(
to indicate resulin GreekTh e p hr as e ma Withkdhe resultthatlle r
know him.”

WT As a reaslt, | know him and the power of his resurrection and the
fellowship of his sufferings, having become conformed to his death

9 The power of his resurrection

Ephesians 1: 18 19bc 20NASB

18al pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so yioat will
know...

19b..what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who bel
These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might
20which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dea
and seated Him at His hghand in the heavenly places
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conformable(@ dzY' Y 2 NItdKnaKe of like form with another person or thing, t¢

9 The fellowship of his sufferings

2" Timothy 3:11- 12

11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at lconium
Lystra; what persecutions | endured: but out of them all the Lord delive|
me.

12 Yea, ad all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecutior|

15 Peter 4:13¢ 14a

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that|
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding jq
14alf ye be eproached for the name of Christ, happy are.ye

9 having become conformed to his death

Romans 6: 5 WT

3 On the other hand, are you ignorant of the fact that whoever of us we
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

4 Thus we were bueid with him by baptism into death so that as Christ v
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we should wall
newness of life.

5 So if we have become identified with him in the likeness of his death,
then we shall also certainly betine likeness of his resurrection

Colossians 3:34

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear v
him in glory.

Galatians 2:20 am crucified with Christ: nevilieless | live; yet not |, but

Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

render like.

GLT o6& I(FR ) KimehaniUsed four times in the scriptures. Often

used regarding intent to travel.

Acts 27:12And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, thi
more part advised to depart thence algbby any measthey might attain
to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth
toward the south west and north west.

Romans 1:1Making requestif by any meansow at length | might have ¢
prosperous journey by the will of God to come untuy
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Romans 11:14f by any means may provoke to emulation them which arj
my flesh, and might save some of them.

L YAIK®T I O 6)dicknyesdo, arrive at

the resurrection of the deadexanastasis nekrpsthe out-resurrection from
amongthe dead. Referring to the raising of those who sleep in Christ from amg
all of the dead people. Christ will return to gather togethes tlurch unto himself
in the clouds. Whether they are awake or sleeping (have dadidn Christ shall risg
to eternallylive together with him

Paul is not concerned with being wortepoughto earn attendance, bueagerly
looksforward to beingtheré by any means.” The two
“ar r i v eitheredyliVirdy long enough to be still alive during the gatherir
together or by being one who sleeps in Christ and will avedikbkat time. Either
way Paul 'asd assuradiestindiends with Christ.

Philippians 1:23; 24

23 For 1 am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be \
Christ; which is far better:

24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.

Paul has now switched to using permisdi&@nguagePreviouslyPaul was zealous
of works of the lavby fleshand hisworking to become blameless

Paulnow wasfound in Chrisand usephrased i Kthat 'ma y*“Jf By any means
Imght and “1 haven’t consi dreireldedny’s e

attained (f I Y 0)ito/tdke with the hand, to lay hold of in order to use
perfect (i S f )Sfikighéd, fulfilled, accomplished or completed

| follow after (d i 9:ko@oursue in order to persecuta lay hold on
apprehend(] I 4 I £ I):Yodaly old of so as to make one's own, to obtain

RSWot that | have already obtained this or am already perfect; but | pr,
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

WTIlt is not that | have already received or that | have alreamypetely
finished, but I press on in pursuit if perhaps | may win based on that for,
which | was also won by Christ

13-14

141 press(d i Q: ko@ursue in order to persecute or lay hold on

14 of the high callingl- y I ): theJupwird callinggeferring to the return of
Christ
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Be perfect(teleiog: mature
be thus minded(LJK NRhguSths: think in this manner

otherwise minded(K S & S NJI &): tHidK iN&ny &hler manner

Themature were tothink in this mannerMaturity was not seHpromotion,
electioneering, strife, selhterest, works, seffighteousnes®r the like.Maturity
was identifying fully with the work of Christ apdessing on in pursuit of eternal
realities.

Notice thinking comes before wal kin

let us walk(stoiche2} to march or advance in ranks as soldiers, to march togeth
to walk or advance with orderly conduct.

G NHzZ S £ S dza  Y:onfitied acéodingitd moS crifickl Brgek exts

followers together(& & Y Y A Y oiniftaiors, fellow followers

mark (& | 2 LtiStdlke aim at, to observe, to considéfhe same root from which
we get our English word “scope.”

18-19

Be carefulwhogu i mi t ate. Not everyone who
followed.

Romans 16:1¢ 18

17 Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid thel
18 For they that are such s& not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple.

Hebrews 13: 7% 8 WT
7 Remember your leaders who spoke the Word of God to you. Carefull)
consider the outcome of their manner of lifimitate the [right way of]
believing:

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday and today and forever.

the cross of Christhe figure of speech metalepsis (a double metonymy) referrii
to the accomplishments of Jesus Christ on the cross.

Verse 1%an be conslered in reverse order:
1. who mind earthly things
2. whose glory is in their shame
3. whose God is their belly
4. whose end is destruction
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Notice it didn’'t start with destruc

Colossians 3: 2 WT

1 So then, since you were raised together with Christ, seek the things t|
are above, where Christ is sitting at the right side of God.

2 Think the things that are above, not the things that are upon the earth

20-21

20 conversation(politeumg): citizenship, community

1:27 WTOnly, live as a citizen worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether | come to see you or whether | am absent, | may hear regardir]
you that you are standing firm in one spirit, in one soul, contending
together in the [right wa of] believing of the gospel

The Roman citizenship the Philippians enjoyed meant a great deal to them. It
enabled them, though living in Macedonia, to say, "My citizenship is in Rome."
Though on foreign soilhey enjoyed all the rights, privileges artalaies offull
Roman citizenship.

As Christians we ate live as foreigners and pilgrims on this eaifhough living
on this earthour citizenship is in heaveliVe wait patiently for our lord Jesus
Christ to bring us to our true home, but vetand tayether inall the full rights,
privileges and abilities of oddeavenly citizenship right now.

21vile (G I LIS ) W Gt Kuiniliated

21 fashioned like unto(symmorpho¥ having the same form as

15t Corinthians 15: 4% 53 WT

47 The first human was fra the earth, made of earth. The second huma
was from heaven.

48 As the one made of earth was, such also are those who are made o]
earth, and as the heavenly one is, such also are the heavenly ones.

49 Even as we have worn the image of the one made othean we shall
also wear the image of the heavenly one.

50 Now this | say, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
God, nor does corruption inherit incorruptibility.

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery. Not all of us will fall asleep, but vad al
be changed

52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet. In fact, th
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we sh
be changed.

53 Moreover, it is necessary for this corruptible one to be clothed with
incorruptibility and for this mortal one to be clothed with immortality.
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Philippians 4 z Sam Pittenger

I~

Therefore: the last thing mentioned was regarding their citizenship in heaven. T
more remote context dealt with having no confidence in onesetffhlly
identifying in the completed work of Jesus Christ.

so (houto9: in this mannerln the manner just shown!

stand fast in the lord This refers to being unmovable in the completed work of
Jesus Christ. This would includlkilippians 2and 3 concening their heavenly
citizenshi p, |l ooking for the return
accomplishments, laying aside the accomplishments in the flesh (as Paul did),
having the same thinking, and contending together in the lord Jesus Christ.

Previougy in the epistle Paul had instructed them regarding standing fast:

Philippians1:27Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospe
Chr i s tye standlaairt one spirit, with one mind striving together for
the faith of the gospel

N

Euodas and SyntycheThese names are feminine in Greek. These were two
women at the church of Philippi who were not thinking the same in the lord Jes
Christ.

same mind(phrondl autos): to think the same thing

If they were not thinking the same in the lord, they would have differing opinior|
that were not based on the foundation of the lord Jesus Christ, their full sharing
together in the gospel and their contending together tbe believing of that
gospel would be severely hindered.

lw

true yokefellow: P a u | here addresses his “truy
whom he was yoked together as a fellow laborer. Perhaps this may refer to ar
who consideredetyemseeélvlesewa admduwou
encouragement for unity.

book of life: Aside from this verse, thhook of life is only spoken of in the book ¢
Revelation It deals with those who are in the book of life of the lamb who have
eternal life. Itis an allusion to the custom of the ancients of keeping genealogic
records and of enrolling citizens f
records of those with eternal life.

f I 62NBR féllbwilakorewsEXadias and Syntyche were those wizal
labored in the gospel with Paul but now they had a difference of thinking in the
l or d. The “fellow | aborers” most |
addressed at the beginning of the epistle.
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Rejoicing in the lord would aid them in degiwith the conflicts and with thinking
the same in the lord because it would turn their thinking to him. They were to
rejoice in the works and acomlishments of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 3:1Anally mybrethren rejoice in the lord.

Philippians3:3b no confidence in the flesh and who rejoice in Chiedus.

[63]

moderation (epieiK]s): gentle, forbearing, yielding, being actively considerate,
waiving just and legal redress and tempering strict justice with gentle eanaity,
insisting on just rights.

at hand nigh, near. Referring either to place or time. Here it seems to be ugtbd
the sense of “time.” They were to |
for the church was approachinghus, they were to let their moderation be knowi
to all men.

This is another reference to the return of Christ.

(o]
1
~

careful(merimnall): to be concerned about, but especially to be overly concerne
about, to be anxious. Here it is used in a negative sense.

supplication(deesi9: request petition, prayer request for a specific need, an
expression of need.

thanksgivingin verse 4we ae instructed to always rejoice in the lord. Here, we
are instructed to face anxiety with prayer and thankfulness. Thanksgiving is a |
of the process of seeing the peace

peace of GodGeni ti ve of ori dgi odpevaaué df bae
a peace that would guard their hearts and their thinking, as opposed to other
sources of “peace.” The peace spok
thinking that is in Christ.

Finally:henceforth! Fromthipoi nt f or war d ...

think on (logizoma);t o reckon, count, calcul at
w2Ylyare¥khmndayourselves indeed (
Thinking the things that are pure, righteousrhe s t |, true, | ov e

context refesto that which has been previously defined by this epistle as
acceptable thinking, namely, thinking according to the standard of the lord Jes|
Christ.

Philippians3:15Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minde
and if in any thing ye be otherse minded, God shall reveal even this uni
you.
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Any thinking outside of the standard of Jesus Christ was unacceptable thinking

Romans12:2-3

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mindthat ye may prove wdi [is] that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

3 For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is amol
you, not tothink [of himself] more highly than he ought think; but to
think soberly, according as God hath dealt teeey man the measure of
faith.

[l Corinthians 10:5

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself age
the knowledge of Godind bringing into captivity evempoughtto the
obedience ofChrist;

What we chooseto think matters

10 O I_Ndaréful (phrondl, twice): to think
Paul rejoiced that they had once again began to think about him, that is, that tt
were thinking on his interests and needs, as he had with them.

11 want: referring to lack.
content (autarkeg: sufficient for one's self, strongneugh or possessing enough t
need no aid or support, contented.

12 to be abasedto humble.Referring here to being humbled materially as oppose(
having an abundance.
| am instructed:to initiate. This is a word used of initiation into secrets ahgstery
religion. Used here of Paul’'s initi
abundance, many transl at i onVerseilawi e ;
show the “secret” to this type of |
to suffer need contextually thiss not the best translation, it would be better
rendered as “to |l ack.”

13 G/ KNhssdeafi tted according to all cri
strengtheneth(endunamd): literally,” i n st r e Retetring ¢orbeand . ”
inwardly strengthenedendued with strength, or empowered.

14 Asverse 18will show, they sent a gift to Paul while he was in bonds. Paul is ng

reprimanding them; irfact, he says that it was a good thing that they had done t
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that he was rejoicing that their thinkingbfi m had f |l our i s he{(
need the gift, but he was glad because it showed that they were thinking of the
needs and interests of others.

15-16

beginning of the gospek ef er s t o the beginning ¢
Philippians with started inActs 16 A phrase with similar meaning is used in
Philippians1:4-5“..makingrequestwith joy for your fellowship in the gospgbm
the firstdayu n t i | now. "’

communicated(koinond): to share, to have in commoithis word is the form of
the word used irPhilippiansl:5meani ng “fel |l owshi p."”

4 ¢ KS & ax fl23MmidWooks of Thessalonians mention repeatedly Paul ar,
co's hard | abor and exhausting worKk
they would not be burdensome to any of thent.tAat time, the Philippians sent
not once, but twice to their need. At that time the Philippians had just heard the
gospel and Paul and co had just been among them.

17-18

Once again, the great example and heart of Paul is shown. He dict@dthe gfts
but he wanted them to give so that fruit would aboundth®ir account. He was
not concerned with his own interests; he was thinking on the interests of others

God would supply their need in accordance wtis riches in glory by Christ Jesus
Their need being supplied was part of what was available to them because of {
accomplishments of Jesus Christ. This is a staggaeagureof supply. Since there
is no lack in Godiiches in glonpy Christ Jesus, we should anticipate that there
will be no lack in God's supply

Matthew 6:24- 34

24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and I
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye can
serve God and mammon.

25Therefore | say unto you, Take thought for your life, what ye shall
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. |
not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

26 Behold the fowls of thair: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not m
better than they?

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? @ader the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

29 And yet | say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of tl
field, which to day is, ahto morrow is cast into the oven, [shall he] not
much more [clothe] you, O ye of little faith?

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shal
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
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32 (For after all these things do theetiles seek:) for your heavenly Fath
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.

34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the mowashall take
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day [is] the evil thereg

20 All glory to God, not man.
21-23 grace as with every church epistle, it ends with grace. Each epistle begins anc

with grace, these are words ofayre.
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