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It Is Vital to Recognize the Source of the Scriptures

II Timothy 3:16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.

II Peter 1:20 and 21
Knowing this first,that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

The Scriptures were given by inspiration of God, not by the will of man. God
communicated His Word to holy men who were moved by the Holy Spirit. While the
Scriptures were written at different times, by different writers in languages and
vocabularies familiar to them, these holy men wrote what the one Author told them to
write,

It Is Vital to Recognize God’s Purpose as Explained in the Scriptures

Genesis 3:15
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Ever since God declared that He would set aright what Adam had lost, God continually
explained, by way of inspiration, the role of the Christ. The Scriptures are essentially a
continuous narrative speaking of the prophecy of the Messiah, as well as the achievement

that would result (an example to consider would be Genesis 22:1-18 in combination with
Hebrews 11:17-19).

What Do the Scriptures Say about the Word of God?




Psaim 18:30
As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LoRD is tried: he is a buckler to all
those that trust in him.

Psalm 12:6 and 7
The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified
seven times.
Thou shalt keep them, O Lorbp, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for
ever.

Proverbs 30: 5 and 6
Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.

The Word is tried, perfect, true, reliable, trustworthy and pure. Any additions to God’s
Word would result in a tainted Word, an impure Word. Mixing other beliefs or
preconceived ideas with God’s Word would alter the original, pure Words.

Considerations that Are Essential to the Study of the Scriptures

To retain God’s Word, it is vital that the student study the Scriptures in their purity.
Our approach to the Scriptures is to:

1) Consider the exact words in their context.

2) Consider whether things are similar or identical.

3) Consider the words in light of the differences in time, place and circumstances.

4) Consider that words must be in harmony with all other Scriptures relating to the same
subject.

5) Consider Scriptures in light of the orientalisms, culture and language at the time
written.

a. Understanding the cultures of the lands and times of the Bible opens up
certain Scriptures that could otherwise be hidden from us if we attempt to
apply our modern understanding to them.

b. The customs of the day were familiar to those in Bible times. Understanding
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Introduction to the Seven Church Episties

The Seven Church Epistles explain the gospel of God concerning Jesus Christ and relate
information regarding the doctrine and practice of the Church.

a) Romans, I & II Corinthians and Galatians form a group of writings pertaining to
the gospel of God concerning Jesus Christ, the gift of holy spirit, and mankind’s
justification, redemption and salvation.

i) Romans presents the gospel that had been promised by the prophets. It sets
forth the condition of mankind: that no one is just before God. It informs us
that no one will be justified by the works of the law, but by the believing of
Jesus Christ. Romans sets forth the relationship the natural man has with
God-- it being severed, ruined and lost--in contrast with the new birth
relationship that each believer enjoys--being reconciled, repaired and
receiving more, much more. Romans explicitly states that the believer is not
condemned, but is a child of God, an heir of God and a joint-heir with Christ;
and that nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39).

ii) I & II Corinthians mention error that crept into the teaching to the Church and
practical, correctional issues. These two epistles speak of divisions and
contentions among the people in the Church in Corinth. The operation of the
spirit and the profit therewith for the individual and the Church is set forth.

Corinthians states the case for the resurrection and that in Christ all shall be
made alive at his coming. Matters such as marriage, traditions, food offered
to idols and other practical situations are discussed. Corinthians also informs
the believer that he is a new creation in Christ, that old things have passed
away and new things have come from God.

iii) Galatians addresses doctrinal matters relating to the gospel because a different
gospel was being taught. It advises the Church on the subject of being
Jjustified through believing concerning Jesus Christ not bv the works of the




) Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians form a group of epistles regarding the
doctrine and practice pertaining to the mystery of the gospel of God concerning
Jesus Christ.

i)

Ephesians introduces and identifies the mystery of the gospel of God
concerning Jesus Christ. It opens by stating that believers have received the
gift of holy spirit, are blessed with all spiritual blessings, are holy and without
blemish, and have redemption and the forgiveness of sins. Former Gentiles,
who were alienated, strangers and without God, have become citizens and of
the household of God, with access to God by the spirit and reconciled in one
body. Ephesians boldly states that both Judeans and Gentiles are heirs and
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus by the gospel. It also encourages
believers to walk worthily, by putting off the old man, renewing the mind and
walking in love “as Christ also hath loved us” (Ephesians 5:2).

Philippians mentions different ways in which the gospel was being preached,
but that the believers’ fellowship in the gospel should be one of like-
mindedness, not of strife and vainglory. Believers are encouraged to think
with humility of mind, as Jesus Christ thought. Rather than focusing on one’s
self, each believer is to focus on others, as Jesus Christ served.

iii) Colossians mentions the importance of understanding the mystery and that in

doing so the believers” hearts would be comforted and knit together in love.
Believers are to walk worthily in recognition of what God did for them in
Christ. This includes thinking the things that are above and not the things that
are upon the earth, putting on the new man and clothing oneself in merciful
compassion, goodness, humbleness, meekness and patience.

©) I & II Thessalonians deal with the gospel of God concerning Jesus Christ, with
emphasis on the topic of waiting for the return of the Lord from heaven.

Thessalonians provides exhortation “to walk and to please God, just as you do
walk, that you abound evern more” (I Thessalonians 4:1 Working Translation). It
states that God has called believers unto holiness and to love one another.




Chronological Considerations Regarding the Book of Acts
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Jerusalem, then Antioch, Galatia and Phrygia
"strengthening all the disciples.”

Acts 19 - Retums to Ephesus, meets Apollos at Corinth,
helps about 12 receive the gift of holy spirit, spends 3 years
and all Asia heard the Word, { Corinthians written at this
time.

Acts 20 & 21 - To Troas then Macsdonia

(Il Corinthians written at this time), then to Corinth
(Romans most likely written at this time), then Macedonia,
Troas, Miletus and then to Jerusalem.

Acts 2124 - To Jerusalem, arrested there and imprisoned
in Caesarea for two years.

With respect to the epistle to the Galatians, no firm time or
place of its writing may be gleaned. It could have been
after Acts 15, probably after Acts 18 or possibly later.

Acts 27 - Paul appeals and is sent to Rome to appear
before Caesar; he is shipwrecked but all survive.

Acts 28 - Paul arrives in Rome, is imprisoned, soon
acquitted and dwells two whole years in his own hired
house; he receives all that come in unto him, "Preaching
the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which
concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no
man forbidding him.”

The epistles written to the Colossians, Epheslans and
Philippians were all written while Paul "was in bonds"
and could have been written while he was imprisoned
for two years at Caesarea (Acts 24—-27) or while he was
briefly in bonds while in Rome (Acts 28).




Figure 1 - Paul's Second Itinerary
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I and II Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences

Index of Key Words and Their Occurrences

adelphos brethren Pages 8 - 10
apokalupsis revealed Page 10
apokalupto(] revealed Page 10
atakteol, ataktos, Unruly, disorderly Page 11
ataktoQ

doxa glory Page 11
eidol know Pages 12 - 13
euaggelion gospel Page 14

- hagiasmos Holiness, sanctification Pages 14 - 15
hagiazo sanctify Page 15
hagios holy, saints Pages 15 - 16
hagiolsuné holiness Page 16
hosios holily, devotedly Page 16
kathuedo sleep Page 16-17
koimao[ asleep, death Pages 16 - 17
mimeomai imitate Page 17
mimets imitator Page 17
parakaleol] Exhorted, comforted Pages 17-18
paraggelia commandments, charge Page 18
paraggello[] command, charge Page 19
paramutheomai comfort, encourage Page 19
parousia coming Pages 19 - 20
pas.  panlote All, every Pages 20 -23
pisteuo(] , pistis to believe, believing, faith Page 24-26

neuma, pneuma hagion | holy spirit, (ghost), spirit Pages 26 - 27




I and II Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences
. — _——— ——————— ——— ———  —————  —

adelphos - brother. brethren

I Thessalonians 1:4
Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

I Thessalonians 2:1
For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain.

I Thessalonians 2:9
For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because
we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.

I Thessalonians 2:14

For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ
Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of
the Jews.

I Thessalonians 2:17
But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart,
endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire.

I Thessalonians 3:2
And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the
gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith.

I Thessalonians 3:7
Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress by your
faith.

I Thessalonians 4:1

Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye
have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more
and more.




I and II Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences

I Thessalonians 4:13
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

I Thessalonians S:1
But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.

I Thessalonians 5:4
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.

I Thessalonians 5:12
And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you
in the Lord, and admonish you.

I Thessalonians 5:14
Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded,
support the weak, be patient toward all men.

I Thessalonians 5:25
Brethren, pray for us.

I Thessalonians 5:26
Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.

I Thessalonians 5:27
I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.

I1 Thessalonians 1:3
We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith

groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other
aboundeth. :

II Thessalonians 2:1
Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our




I and II Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences
- " -——— e -
II Thessalonians 2:15
Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught,
whether by word, or our epistle.

II Thessalonians 3:1
Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be
glorified, even as it is with you.

II Thessalonians 3:6

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which
he received of us.

II Thessalonians 3:13
But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.

IT Thessalonians 3:15
Yet count Aim not as an enemy, but admonish #im as a brother.

apokalupsis — unveiling, uncovering as in the unveiling Jesus Christ has at his second
coming; also used of the revealing of information from God

II Thessalonians 1:7
And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels.

apokalupto - to take off the cover, to disclose, reveal

IT Thessalonians 2:3
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.

—— . - . .




I and IT Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences

atakteo(, ataktos, ataktoOs — unruly. disorderly, out of order, out of ranks (as 2 soldier may

be)

I Thessalonians 5:14
Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly [afaktos], comfort the
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.

II Thessalonians 3:6

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly [ataktoOs], and not after the
tradition which he received of us.

IT Thessalonians 3:7
For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly
[atakteo] among you,

IT Thessalonians 3:11
For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly [ataktos], working not
at all, but are busybodies.

I Thessalonians 2:6 Nor of men sought we glory , neither of you, nor yet of others, when we
might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.

I Thessalonians 2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom
and glory .

I Thessalonians 2:20 For ye are our glory and joy.

II Thessalonians 1:4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your
patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

II Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power;




I and II Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences

eido(] - to perceive, to turn the eyes, the mind, the attention to anything, to experience anv
state or condition

I Thessalonians 1:4
Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

I Thessalonians 1:5

For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your
sake.

I Thessalonians 2:1
For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain.

I Thessalonians 2:2
But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at
Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much

. contention.

I Thessalonians 2:5

For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of
covetousness; God is witness.

I Thessalonians 2:11

As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father
doth his children.

I Thessalonians 2:17
But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart,
endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire.

I Thessalonians 3:3
That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are
appointed thereunto.




I and II Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences
—________———— __ _____ ———————————— ]

I Thessalonians 3:6

But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of your
faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to
see us, as we also fo see you.

I Thessalonians 3:10
Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that
which is lacking in your faith?

I Thessalonians 4:2
For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.

I Thessalonians 4:4
That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and
honour.

I Thessalonians 4:5
Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God.

I Thessalonians 5:2
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

I Thessalonians 5:12

And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you
in the Lord, and admonish you.

II Thessalonians 1:8

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

II Thessalonians 2:6
And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.

II Thessalonians 3:7
For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly




I and II Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences

euaggelion — the gospel, the evangel, the good message or joyful proclamation

I Thessalonians 1:5

For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your
sake.

I Thessalonians 2:2

But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at
Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much
contention.

I Thessalonians 2:4
But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not
as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.

1 Thessalonians 2:8
So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not
the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.

I Thessalonians 2:9
For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because
we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.

I Thessalonians 3:2

And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the
gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith.

The hagios word family is used in the Scriptures to refer to things that are set apart from the
common lot. -

hagiasmos — sanctification; separateness from what is common




I and Il Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences

I Thessalonians 4:7
For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

II Thessalonians 2:13

But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth.

hagiazo[ - sanctify; to sanctify, to divide, to mark off, to separate, or set apart from
that which is common

I Thessalonians 3:23
And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

hagios — holy, saints

The use of “holy” in I Thessalonians 1:5 refers to the spirit that is separate from what is
common.
I Thessalonians 1:5
For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your
sake.

The use of “Holy Spirit” in I Thessalonians 1:6 refers to God, Who is Spirit and Holy, as
separate from what is common, and additionally, by genitive of origin, is the originator of the
joy spoken here.
I Thessalonians 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

I Thessalonians 3:13
To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.




I and IT Thessalonians: Key Words and Their Occurrences

I Thessalonians 5:26
Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.

I Thessalonians 5:27
I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.

II Thessalonians 1:10
When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.

hagiollsuné- holiness; a state of being separate from what is common

I Thessalonians 3:13
To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

hosio(ls — holily, devoutly, devotedly, with dedication, as pure and undefiled by any crime
or wickedness

I Thessalonians 2:10
Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved
ourselves among you that believe.

katheudo( - sleep; in this context, used in contrast to watchfulness and soberness by the
figure of speech metonymy to refer to a state of unawareness or inattention

I Thessalonians 5:6

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.

I Thessalonians 5:7

For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.

I Thessalonians 5:10
Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.




exhorted

asleep.

sleep

follow




